
FREE GIFTS!

Everyone likes to get something for free.  Sometimes people will even spend lots of money on something they don’t need in order to get something for free.  Often, even a “gift” is not free, as something is expected by the giver in return, either now or later.

But the Bible tells us that God offers truly free gifts to us.  First is the gift of His great love.  How great is His love?  We look at Jesus, God-become-man, for the answer.  In Jesus we see that God’s love is great enough to become one of us – great enough to live among us – and great enough to die for us.  And all this, while we were pushing Him away – rejecting Him.  God showed His great love this way, while we were still rebels, Christ died for us. (Rom. 5:8)

Another truly free gift that God offers us is life.  Not merely existence, but real, genuine, everlasting life.  The gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ, our Lord. (Rom. 6:23)  Without this gift we do not have life as we were intended by our Creator to have it, because we are separated from His Life.  But through Jesus, we are reconnected to God’s life, and that is when we can really begin living – as He designed for us.

Still another truly free gift that God offers is true and full peace.  The ancient Hebrew word is shalom, which means much more than simply an absence of arguments or fighting.  It indicates a sense of “wholeness” and “harmony.”  This is something that everyone longs for and seeks for, but that can only come from God.  Jesus told His followers, Shalom is what I leave with you; it is My own shalom that I give you… (John 14:27)  

So how is can we receive God’s free gifts?  If SM Megamall advertised that they were giving PP 1,000,000 to everyone who showed up Monday between 9 a.m. and 3 p.m., and requested the advertised gift, we would know that, in order to receive the gift of PP 1,000,000, we would have to go there and receive it.  In a similar way, in order to receive God’s free gifts we must come to Him and ask for His gifts, and we do this through Jesus- God-become-man.  You see, it is through Jesus, God’s ultimate Gift of Himself, that we have true life and shalom (peace), and can truly experience God’s love. 

How do we do this?  How do we accept Jesus?  There really is no preset formula.  All that God is looking for is a sincere heart that will turn to Him.   You shall seek Me, and find Me, when you seek Me with your whole heart. (Jer 29:13)  And, as the prophet Joel wrote and the Apostle Paul repeated, Anyone who calls upon the Name of the LORD shall be saved.  (Joel 2:32; Rom 10:13) It is important to remember that it’s not necessary to follow a formula, or to join a church, or even to first start trying to straighten up your life.  What is important is to have a truly sincere heart, because that is what God will respond to.

So why wait any longer?  Is there any reason- any real reason to go on being miserable – without Love, without real life, without true peace?  Turn to Jesus now – call on Him, and start enjoying God’s gifts. Experience what life is really all about – what you were intended to be.
