FREELY GIVE

I.       Background:  Matt 9:36-38


“When He looked out over the crowds, His heart broke.  They were so confused and 


 aimless, like sheep with no shepherd.  So He told His followers, ‘The harvest is huge, 

but there are not enough workers.  So pray – pray that the Master will send workers into His fields.”

     (Little did they know – they would be the workers!)

     (Note:  Prayer does not change God’s mind, but it does change our hearts…)

II. Answered prayer (they were the workers being sent!)  (The First Commissioning)

Matt 10:1-8

“The prayer was no sooner prayed than it was answered.  Jesus called twelve of His followers and sent them into the ripe fields.  He gave them authority to cast out evil spirits and to tenderly care for the bruised and hurt lives. …  He sent them out with this charge:  ‘Go to the lost, confused, hurting people right here in your neighborhood.  Tell them that God’s kingdom is here.  Bring healing to the sick.  Bring life to the spiritually dead.  Touch the untouchables.  Drive out the demons.  Freely you have received, likewise give freely.”

(Note:  although this was not what we call the “Great” Commission, we can and should pay attention to what our Lord told them…)

In this instance, unlike the “Great” Commission as we read in Matthew 28:18-20 and Acts 1:8, Jesus gave very specific instructions – where they were to go (and not to go), what they were to do, what they should say, how to act in different circumstances…

This was necessary because they did not yet have His Spirit living in them, teaching, leading & guiding them… (John 14:26; 16:13; Acts 1:8; Romans 8:9,14)

III. Specific instructions

(First:  Note the instruction as to attitude:  “Freely you have received, freely give.”)  The attitude in which to go makes all the difference as to how the message is received.

(We know our message.  We’re so good that we have it memorized.  We can take a person down the “Roman Road”, or perhaps cite “Four Spiritual Laws” by heart.  We can lead a person in “The Sinner’s Prayer”, and tell him everything he needs to do to make certain he’ll go to heaven when he dies.  We have classes and schools on evangelism that teach us how to quote John 3:16, Romans 3:10, Romans 6:23 and Revelation 3:20, But the question is:  Are they even hearing – or listening to – the message?  Yes, we know that it is true that not all seed will fall on receptive ground.  But it is our attitudes that so often make the difference.)
It is not enough – even to be one of the greatest speakers in the world – even equivalent to an angel (1 Cor 13).  Someone once said, and so truly, 

They’ll never care how much you know, until they know how much you care.

In remembering the Great Commission, how often do we forget the Greatest Commandments?  And – how is it that we demonstrate our love for God?  (Answer: by loving our neighbor…).

Look at the instructions Jesus gave (and example He set):

1. Bring healing to the sick  (physical, mental, social, families)

2. Raise the dead (bring life to the spiritually dead (Ephesians 2:1,5)

3. Cleanse the lepers (touch the untouchables – those shunned by society – let God’s love flow through you to the unloved – the outcasts…)

4. Kick out demons (invade the enemy’s territory – rescue those that he is trying to destroy…  because One has paid their ransom – with His own blood, and His claim is greater…)

Freely give.


Remember that we all are beggars in God’s economy.


We have all undeservingly received the blessings of His love – His grace – His 


mercy – His pardon.  We don’t deserve it, but we are justified (made right with 


God) through Christ.  He freely has given us His Spirit; we are partakers of 


His life.  God has in Him (Christ) freely given us all things… (Rom 8:32).

Every breath we take, our very lives – are undeserved gifts from a loving Father.  All that we are – all that we have – we owe to Him… in Whom we live, and move, and have our very existence.


So give freely.

Do not attempt to judge who deserves God’s love (your help).  Our mission is 


to simply be pipelines – pipelines that our Father’s love can flow through.  He 


determines where it goes, and when.  Don’t try to stop the flow…  We’re to be 


rivers, not reservoirs, conduits, not reserve pools…

Freely you have received – freely give. 
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