LOVE (PAGMAMAHAL)

I.  God’s love for us  

II. Our love for God

III. Our love for others

I.  God’s love for us  (John 3:16; Romans 5:8)


A.  Undeserved


       (We were rebels, and part of a rebel race, deserving of nothing except death.)

1. Rebellion – “All have sinned…”  (Note that “sin” can encompass    everything from simply “missing the mark” to outright rebellion -“transgression”, for which there was no sin offering, and the penalty was always death.

2. Stupidity – “All we like sheep have gone astray…”  Isaiah 53:6

(We think we’re smart – so intelligent – yet God compares us to sheep – that wander off and can’t find there way home…)

B.  Unconditional  - “while we were yet sinners…”  (not merely “sheep” –         wandering off – away from the Father’s fold – but deliberate rebels) 

1. Not because of who we are – or what we do  (we may think we’re pretty good – or pretty special, but God says that all of our “righteousness (the best we can come up with – our best behavior – our best efforts) is as filthy menstrual rags.”  (Rags that even the most desperate trash pickers on smoky mountain wouldn’t want to touch…)

2. Not based on our reciprocation – or expectation of return favor

(Our human love needs and expects our love to be returned, and tends to weaken if it isn’t – but God’s love is not so.  His love for us is not dependent upon our ability to love Him in return.)

3. Shown to us everyday  (His lovingkindnesses (undeserved expressions      of His love) come to us everyday.  Every breath we take, every bit of food we eat, the water that we drink – is a miracle.  (The air, in spite of our ability to pollute and poison it, still has the right of amount of oxygen, nitrogen and carbon dioxide that we need, and God sends the rains to wash out the pollutants, and He uses the trees to convert carbon dioxide to oxygen to maintain the needed balances for us.  Water is a unique molecule in the universe – 2 hydrogen atoms and 1 oxygen atom should not theoretically bond together. – Ask someone who has ever had a severe asthma attack – or someone with emphysema – or who has had a collapsed lung – whether it’s a blessing to simply be able to breathe.  Yet we do it, on average – about 12 – 14 times per minute – more than 17,000 times each day…  (How many times do we thank God for it?)

4. Yeshua, the Messiah (Jesus Christ) = the Ultimate Expression

(Mankind – the race of rebels – could never grasp, never understand how much the Father loved us until HE set aside His royal robes (so to speak), and became one of us – so that He could show us.  (“God was in Christ, reconciling the world to Himself, not counting their “trespasses” (deliberate acts of rebellion) against them…”  - 2 Cor 5:19).   Someone asked Jesus how much He loved him, and He said, “This much,” and stretched out His arms and died.  (Paul shares with us – only extremely rarely would a man be willing to die for someone else – even for a good man…  but that Christ died willingly for the ungodly, the wicked & the rebellious - enemies  (Rom 5:6-8).  Who of us was deserving?  All of us were enemies – deserving only death…  (Herein is love, not that we loved God, but that He loved us…”)


C.  Unwaivering - 

1.  Constant and everlasting

(We’ve already seen that it is not dependent upon our reciprocation.         God’s love never fails – never waivers, even when ours does.  We fall on our face – we fail to show His love as we know we should?  Understand that His love for us is unchanging.  Nothing we can do will change His love for us (even though we may separate ourselves from Him) - just as He told a rebellious and wicked Israel:  “I have loved you with an everlasting love…”  Jer 31:3.  

2.) Not contingent upon circumstances – “nothing can separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus, our Lord.”  Rom 8:39.  (No matter how we feel – no matter what trials, tests, or battles we are going through – even though demons of hell are arrayed against us – even if we’re staring death in the face – God’s love remains constant.  Nothing – not even all the powers of hell – can keep us from being enveloped in His great love.

II  Our Love for God

A.  Response to our Father’s love  (“We love Him because He first loved us”  1 Jn                         4:19)  Again, it is within our natures to respond to love.  (We’ve seen it in children who before knew little or no love.)  One does not know how to love until he or she has been loved.

B. Commanded from ancient times

Love Yahweh with all your heart, soul, and strength (Deut 6:5)

Heart:  center of being – complete focus

Soul:  (Hebrew “nefesh”) – total being, we would say “body & soul”

Strength:  diligently – 100% efforts – plus…

(But…  such love (Hebrew “ahav” – Gk “agapao”) not possible for us.  

a.) “Ahav” implies a personal relationship – or firsthand    experiential knowledge…

b.) Because of our separation from God – could not love Him as commanded (even though all have an inner longing for Him…)  We could not “know” Him; thus, we could not love Him…  (But He could – and did – and does – love us with such a perfect love – because He knew us before we were even born, and He has known us through all of our rebellions – all of our foolishness – all of our mistakes and shortcomings…  He knows us perfectly – and loves us!

III  Our Love for Others

A.  Commanded:  

      Love your neighbor as yourself  (Lev 19:18)

(Same word, “ahav” used)  Now – here is something we could do – because our “neighbor” is someone we see, and can feel, and touch…

1.) Who is our “neighbor”?  Word “rea” can mean a range from any other person to a close friend.  The example Jesus gave seems to imply that it is anyone we come into contact with.  (To “be” a “neighbor” is to be a friend, but we are to regard all people as our “neighbors”)

2.) The way we show our love for God.  (Our “neighbor” was made in God’s image, is very special and is dearly loved by our Father.  Thus, if we love God, we will love the one who is dear to His heart.)

3.) We show our “neighbor” that God loves him or her.  The reality is – they may never know that God loves them, unless someone shows love to them.  (Because God is love, every demonstration of love is actually a reflection of His love…)

B. Commissioned – 

      As believers (Christ-followers) – there should be a natural outflow

(We receive God’s love (His love is spread around in our hearts – Rom 5:5) – and then naturally flows out to those around us – to those we come into contact with.  -  We are pipelines…  from the great big reservoir of God’s love – so that it flows out through us and touches others.  So – the clearer the pipeline, the easier and greater the flow…  (Note – if you are a Christ-follower, but others aren’t being touched with His love through you, then perhaps you need to ask the Master Plumber to clean the pipeline… - or you may need to examine your heart – are you really connected to the Reservoir – has He filled your heart with His love?)  Note that our hearts are not meant to be reservoirs – but rather conduits…

Let no one say, “I love God, but not my brother (neighbor).”  1 Jn 3:10, 4:20 And, “if we don’t love our neighbor whom we have seen – how can we love God Whom we have never seen?” 1 Jn 4:20

C. Christlike -

(“Love one another – as I have loved you”  Jn 13:34)

Old command – Lev. 19:18 “love your neighbor as yourself”  But now – Jesus tells us – no longer is it enough to love as we love ourselves.  Now we are to love as He loves….  (Impossible unless it is His love – flowing through us…)

SUMMARY:


God’s Love -  Undeserved, Unconditional and Unwaivering


Our Love for God – Commanded, but not possible except as response to His love 


Our Love for Others – Commanded – Commissioned – Christlike 
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