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Statement of Faith

We believe:

There is one God, the Designer and Creator of mankind, the earth, cosmos, and all that is contained therein, that He designed and made mankind in His image and likeness, but that through an act of willful and direct disobedience, mankind, through our earliest forefather, cut himself (and his progeny) off from being connected to the essential life of the Creator.  The result of this rebellion is and has been a perpetual state of imbalance, or lack  of harmony (or “peace”) with the Creator, with one’s self, with the creation in general, and with fellow members of the human race.
In the earliest days, before the Rebellion, man had a direct, firsthand connection with the Creator, but that this was severed with the act of disobedience, although its memory was not totally lost.  Through the ages, man has made attempts to regain connection with the Creator (we usually call such organized attempts “religion”), all of which have resulted in something less than satisfaction.

The Creator has given mankind (unique among His creation, in that we were created in His likeness and image) revelations of Himself, so that we would not lose all memory.  These revelations are both general and direct, consummating in His ultimate Self-revelation.  The general revelation, recognized by every culture throughout history, is in the design, beauty, and harmony of the creation itself, from the smallest flower to the grandeur of the galaxies.  A much more direct revelation was given in the sacred Hebrew writings, both the Tanakh (“Old Testament”) and the 1st century writings of the followers of Yeshua (Jesus), of Nazareth, the Messiah.  These writings also demonstrate the Creator’s ultimate Self-revelation:  the incarnation of the Almighty into the race of 

rebels, yet without falling into the trap of joining in the rebellion.  He was wholly Divine, yet also wholly man- subject to the same desires, appetites, and temptations as anyone else.   He shared in our sorrows, our sufferings, and also in our joys, celebrations and laughter.  The Mighty Creator not only intervened in the affairs of His creation- He became one of us.  In Yeshua the Messiah we see, not the totality of the Divine, for it is impossible for the finite to grasp or comprehend the Infinite, but rather the perfect Expression of the Divine, the Creator’s ultimate Self-revelation.
This Yeshua of Nazareth was born of a virgin Jewish girl, a direct descendant of King David, trained as a peasant laborer, became a well-known teacher, prophet and healer, and permitted Himself to be turned over by the religious establishment to Roman authorities to be crucified, thus paying the ultimate penalty on behalf of mankind’s rebellion, and simultaneously establishing a new covenant between the Creator and man.  He was in fact crucified, died, and was laid out in a donated tomb near the place of crucifixion.  But He was resurrected as prophesied on the third day, was seen by hundreds of eyewitnesses over a period of 40 days, and ascended into the heavens, there to reclaim His position of authority (but somehow in a new and different sense…).

Through the death of Yeshua, the Messiah, all of mankind is reconciled to the Creator, as the penalty for rebellion has been paid  (although not all have trusted…), and may, through trusting Him and accepting this incredible gift, have true peace (shalom) restored with the Creator, and also have a new life – the “God-essence” (eternal) life.  This peace, or “shalom” with God is evidenced both subjectively and objectively; subjectively, in that one may personally experience a sense of peace – or shalom – with God, within himself or herself, and with others; objectively, in that an unselfish love for others begins to be evident.

Those who trust in Yeshua, the Messiah are reconciled to God and begin enjoying a special relationship with Him.  He places His Spirit (another mystery – but certainly something of Himself) within them, providing guidance and direction for their lives, and also giving power to live God’s way in a world that remains largely hostile to Him.  

One of the primary (if not THE primary) tasks of those who trust and follow Yeshua is that of reconciliation, i.e., sharing the love of God with others, both through action and word, with the objective that they, too, may experience His forgiveness, pardon, acceptance and reconciliation.  Thus, whatever form of action this takes, the objective is to show our Father’s love (as one said, “They’ll never care how much you know, until they know how much you care.”)

At some point (we don’t pretend to know when, although we are cognizant of world events), the Messiah will return again to earth in physical form, apparently in two stages; the first, for the resurrection of all those who died trusting in Him – along with those alive at the time trusting in Him, and the second, for ultimate conquest of that which is rightfully His (as Creator, Giver and Sustainer of life), and a final Judgment (again, we do not purport to know all that this will involve). 
