
SMILE, GOD LOVES YOU!  

God loves you, and He has a special plan for your life.  No matter what you have done, and no matter what your situation is right at this moment, God, Who made you, loves you and has a plan for you.  He wants you to feel His love, and to be reconciled with Him.

At one time or another, most of us, realizing the wrong that we’ve done, do not feel worthy of God’s love.  And we’re right.  We do not deserve God’s love.  All of us, by nature and by the very fact that we are part of the human race, have rebelled against our Creator-King.  As rebels, not only do we not deserve the King’s love, but we actually deserve His wrath.  In spite of this, He loves us, and wants us to feel His love and to get to know Him.

We see a picture of this sometimes with a father or mother who has a rebellious child.  That child may go against what he or she has been taught, and may even turn against his or her parents – may steal from them, lie against them, or hurt them in other ways.  And yet, so often (not always, because we humans are far from perfect) we will see a picture of God’s love, in that the mother or father will still love that rebellious, wayward child, and will long for the relationship to be restored.

God’s love goes so much further than a human parent’s could go.  Rebellion is so serious that the universal penalty is death.  As rebels, not only did we deserve to die, but the Law of the Cosmos required it.  But as the Bible tells us, and history records it, the King set aside His crown, became a member of the human race, and accepted the death penalty in our place.  The Righteous died for the unrighteous, the Obedient for the rebel.  Why?  Again, the Bible tells us – it was God, demonstrating His love for us, so that we could be reconciled to Him.   Imagine the rebellious son or daughter – spitting in the face of his or her mother and father, cursing them to their face, and even murdering their other children.  Then, when the son or daughter is caught and brought to trial, and given the death penalty, the father steps forward, and asks that he be punished instead of his child.  As amazing as that would be, it still cannot compare with what God did for us.  

No matter what you have done – no matter where you are right now in your life – God loves you and wants you to be restored to Him as His son or daughter.  Accept His love – accept His forgiveness – it’s unconditional.  As the Perfect Man, Jesus Christ, He gave His life for you, so that you could know what real life is – life that is connected to God Himself.  Ask Him for forgiveness – He will freely give it.  Acknowledge and turn away from your rebellion against Him – return to Him; He stands ready to pardon, and has already paid the penalty for your rebellion.  His promise?  He will not turn away any who come to Him; He will rescue all who call on Him.

What is His plan for your life?  First and foremost, it is that you receive His love, and then start getting to know Him better.  He wants you to be happy and fulfilled, and He knows what is best for us.  We can be confident and secure placing our lives in His hands, knowing that He loves us and will cause everything (yes, everything) – sooner or later, to work out for our good.  

