WHAT IS WRONG WITH ME?
Everyone, deep inside, asks this question.  Something seems to be wrong, but we don’t know what it is.  It shows up in our lives- we have problems with our relationships, with bad habits, with bad tempers, and with other people.  We know that we don’t have real peace inside, but we don’t know why.  So we try to fix ourselves- by going to church, or trying to be a nicer person, trying to break our bad habits…  For some people it even seems to work – on the outside.  But deep inside they know that something is still missing…  Something is wrong…

The 16th century French philosopher and mathematician, Pascal, pinpointed the problem when he said that inside every man is a vacuum that only God can fill.  The problem is that we are in discord with our Maker- we’re not doing what our Designer designed us to do.  A piano or guitar which is out of tune will never sound good, no matter how well it is played, until it is brought back into tune as designed by it’s maker.  Even so, we, no matter how hard we try to “play” our lives, will never be right until we are brought back into “tune” by the only One Who can- our Maker.

So, how do we do this?  How do get into “tune”?  How do we get into harmony, so that beautiful music can be played in our lives?  

First we must understand and acknowledge that we are responsible for being “out of tune.”  We were all born into a “race of rebels” – rebels against the true King, but all of us have joined into the rebellion, making us all equally guilty of rebellion and treason.  As such, we deserve only death.  Such is the law. However, the true King loved us so much that He became a member of the rebel race – yet without joining into the rebellion, and allowed Himself to be killed- as a Substitute for all rebels that would seek mercy, forgiveness, and pardon.  We know Him as Yeshua, or Jesus, and it’s a true story.

Because of Yeshua’s death in our place, we can have the King’s mercy and a complete pardon.  And, we are reconciled to Him  Just as a lost son or daughter who comes home is welcomed back into the family, even so we are welcomed into the King’s family.  We can call Him, “Father,” and He calls us “son, ” or “daughter.”  Through Yeshua, we have “shalom” – peace, harmony, a sense of wholeness – with God, our Maker.  Not because of anything we can do on our own, but because He paid the full price for our rebellion, so that we can be reconciled to God.

So why wait any longer?  Is there any reason- any real reason to go on being “out of tune”?  Turn to Yeshua now – and experience what life is really all about – what you were intended to be.

Ano Ang Mali Sa Akin? 

Lahat ng tao ay nagtatanong sa kanyang sarili ng ganitong katanungan. Alam nating may mali, pero di natin alam kung ano ito. Nakikita natin ito sa 'ting buhay - nagkaka problema tayo sa ating mga relasyon, masamang pag-uugali, pagiging mainitin ng ulo at problema sa ibang tao. Alam nating wala tayong ganap na kapayapaan sa ating pag-iisip at kalooban, ngunit di natin alam kun bakit. Kaya madalas pilit nating binabago ang sarili- sa pamamagitan ng pagpunta sa simbahan, pagiging mabait na tao, pinipilit tigilan ang masamang bisyo…. Para sa ibang tao kung minsan ay nagiging kaganapan ito – ngunit  sa panlabas lamang. Pero sa kalooblooban alam nila na mayroon pa ring kulang….Mayroong mali….

Noong ika-16 na Siglo may isang Pilosopo na taga Fransya at isang dalubhasa sa matematika, Pascal ang ngalan nya. Natuklasan nya ang problema ng kanyang nabatid na sa loob ng bawat tao ay may puwang na tanging Diyos lamang ang makapupuno. Ang problema ay nahiwalay tayo sa ating Manlilikha- di natin ginagawa ang dahilan kung bakit tayo nilikha. Ang isang "piano" o "guitara" na wala sa tono ay hindi tutugtog ng maganda, gaano man natin ito patugtogin, hanggat hindi ito naisasa-tono sang-ayon sa pagkakagawa nito. Gayun din tayo, gaano man nating pilit itono ang ating buhay, hindi tayo maiitatama hanggat hindi tayo naisasa-ayos Niya- ng Naglikha sa atin. 
 Paano natin gagawin to? Paano tayo maisasa-tono? Paano tayo makikiisa sa Kanyang kalooban, upang sa ating buhay ay mapakinggan ang magandang musika?
 Una, dapat nating maunawaan at aminin na tayo ang may dahilan ng ating pagiging "wala sa tono". Tayong lahat ay ipinanganak sa "lahi ng mga rebelde"- rebelde laban sa totoong Hari. Na lahat tayo'y nagkaisa sa pagsuway at rebelyon, kung kaya lahat tayo'y mananagot sa Kanya. At dahil dun, tayong lahat ay dapat lamang tumanggap ng hatol na kamatayan. Sapagkat iyon ang  batas. Gayun pa man ang totoong Hari na Siyang nagmahal sa ating tunay ay naging kasapi ng ating rebeldeng lahi- ngunit di Siya sumama sa rebelyon, at pinahintulutan ang Sarili na mamatay – bilang Kapalit para sa ating lahat na rebelde na nag-aasam ng kahabagan at kapatawaran. Kilala natin Siya bilang "Yeshua" o Hesus, at ito'y totoong  kwento.
 Dahil sa pagkamatay ni Hesus para sa atin, makakatangap tayo ng kahabagan ng Hari at buong kapatawaran. Tayo ngayon ay ipinagkasundo muli sa Kanya. Gaya ng isang naligaw na anak tayo ngayo'y naibalik sa pamilya. Sa pamilya ng Tunay na Hari. Maaari na natin siyang tawaging "Ama" at tayo naman ay tatawagin nyang "Anak". Sa pamamagitan Nya tayo ngayon ay may "shalom" – kapayapaan, magandang pagsasamahan, na madama ang pagiging ganap kasama ang Diyos, ating Manlilikha. Hindi dahil sa kung ano ang magagawa natin para sa ating mga sarili, kundi dahil sa binayaran Nya ng buong-buo ang halaga na kabayaran ng ating rebelyon, upang tayo ngayon ay makasundo ang Diyos.
 Ano pa ang inanatay mo? Mayroon bang dahilan – ano mang dahilan kung bakit ka magpapatuloy na "wala sa tono"? Ibaling mo at ipagkatiwala na ngayon ang iyong sarili kay "Hesus". At ng maranasan mo ngayon kung ano ang tunay na kahulugan ng buhay – ang dahilan ng pagkakalikha sa iyo.

FREE GIFTS!
Everyone likes to get something for free.  Sometimes people will even spend lots of money on something they don’t need in order to get something for free.  Often, even a “gift” is not free, as something is expected by the giver in return, either now or later.

But the Bible tells us that God offers truly free gifts to us.  First is the gift of His great love.  How great is His love?  We look at Jesus, God-become-man, for the answer.  In Jesus we see that God’s love is great enough to become one of us – great enough to live among us – and great enough to die for us.  And all this, while we were pushing Him away – rejecting Him.  God showed His great love this way, while we were still rebels, Christ died for us. (Rom. 5:8)

Another truly free gift that God offers us is life.  Not merely existence, but real, genuine, everlasting life.  The gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ, our Lord. (Rom. 6:23)  Without this gift we do not have life as we were intended by our Creator to have it, because we are separated from His Life.  But through Jesus, we are reconnected to God’s life, and that is when we can really begin living – as He designed for us.

Still another truly free gift that God offers is true and full peace.  The ancient Hebrew word is shalom, which means much more than simply an absence of arguments or fighting.  It indicates a sense of “wholeness” and “harmony.”  This is something that everyone longs for and seeks for, but that can only come from God.  Jesus told His followers, Shalom is what I leave with you; it is My own shalom that I give you… (John 14:27)  

So how is can we receive God’s free gifts?  If SM Megamall advertised that they were giving PP 1,000,000 to everyone who showed up Monday between 9 a.m. and 3 p.m., and requested the advertised gift, we would know that, in order to receive the gift of PP 1,000,000, we would have to go there and receive it.  In a similar way, in order to receive God’s free gifts we must come to Him and ask for His gifts, and we do this through Jesus- God-become-man.  You see, it is through Jesus, God’s ultimate Gift of Himself, that we have true life and shalom (peace), and can truly experience God’s love. 

How do we do this?  How do we accept Jesus?  There really is no preset formula.  All that God is looking for is a sincere heart that will turn to Him.   You shall seek Me, and find Me, when you seek Me with your whole heart. (Jer 29:13)  And, as the prophet Joel wrote and the Apostle Paul repeated, Anyone who calls upon the Name of the LORD shall be saved.  (Joel 2:32; Rom 10:13) It is important to remember that it’s not necessary to follow a formula, or to join a church, or even to first start trying to straighten up your life.  What is important is to have a truly sincere heart, because that is what God will respond to.

So why wait any longer?  Is there any reason- any real reason to go on being miserable – without Love, without real life, without true peace?  Turn to Jesus now – call on Him, and start enjoying God’s gifts. Experience what life is really all about – what you were intended to be.
